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Goat Care

Please note:  This is a summary of our program at Oak Hill.  Please visit www.fiascofarm.com and also read books on basic goat care to learn the important details.  We also suggest joining the Yahoo group HolisticGoats at http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/HolisticGoats/  and the Holistic Goats & Goat Care group on Facebook.  All the Dynamite and Waiora products are available for purchase at Oak Hill and may be shipped to your location.  Goats will be sent to their new homes with a sample of Pelleted Grain Ration and some hay if you will be transitioning them to another feeding program.

Feed

Oak Hill feeds Dynamite Pelleted Grain Ration (PGR).   Wethers get just a taste once daily as a treat.  Breeding stock and growing kids get a handful or two.  Lactating or pregnant does get more.  Amounts are very individual, and we adjust up or down depending on the weight and growth stage.  If you are not feeding the PGR we suggest a mixture of organic corn, oats, barley and black oil sunflower seeds.  Corn in particular should be organic, as most other corn is genetically modified now.  Wethers do not need any grain, and grain can cause serious health issues in wethers if they are overfed.

Hay

We feed timothy, orchardgrass, timothy/clover or timothy/alfalfa mix hay.  We do not feed straight alfalfa hay or other types of grass hay.  Whichever type you feed, we suggest finding hay that has not been treated with preservatives and as close to organic as possible.

Pasture

Goats prefer herbaceous plants, weeds, shrubs and trees over grasses.  Clovers, poison ivy, various weeds, tree leaves – goats will try just about anything.  Please become familiar with common poisonous plants in your area and check your pastures.  Keep goats off pasture that has recently been fertilized or treated with pesticides or herbicides.  Also, be wary of urea-based nitrogen fertilizers.

Water

Goats need access to water at all times.  In the winter, please use a heated bucket to keep the water thawed or plan on breaking the ice several times daily.  If you are on a city water supply, please consider getting a hose filter to remove any chlorine and/or fluoride from your water.  Do not use softened water for livestock.

Free Choice Supplements

We make certain supplements available at all times for free-choice eating.  At a minimum, we put out baking soda, salt and Dynamite’s Browser/Grazer mix.  The best salt is unbleached with no flow enhancers or iodine added.  We use Dynamite NTM Salt.  Baking soda is important for the goat to balance rumen pH.  Hint:  muffin tins are the perfect size to hold the free choices for a few goats.

Oak Hill also puts out free choice Dynamite Izmine (trace minerals), Dynamite 2-1 and Dynamite 1-1 (calcium-phosphorus mixes) for all our breeding stock.  We suggest it for all goats, and consider it vital for the breeding stock.

Supplements Added To Feed

All our breeding stock and young goats get a pinch of regular formula Dynamite (multi-vitamin mineral mix) in their morning feed.

Cleansing and De-Worming

Oak Hill goats get a 30 day cleanse at least twice a year, and usually 3 times yearly.  At a minimum we do this in the spring and late fall.  The goats stop the other supplements added to their feed and instead get Waiora Natural Cellular Defense drops, Dynamite Herbal Tonic and Dynamite Excel added to their feed twice daily.  We leave the free choice supplements out at this time.

If you choose to do chemical deworming, check with your vet for the recommended program in your area.  Please keep in mind that most vets work with other more common breeds of goats, and fainting goats are bred to be parasite resistant.  Our goats will naturally need less deworming than other breeds.

Hoof Trimming

Your goat will need hoof trimming regularly.  We are happy to demonstrate the technique.  We also ask that you review the information at www.fiascofarm.com regarding hoof trimming.  You must purchase hoof trimmers.

Shelter and Fencing

Your goat will need shelter from the elements and from predators.   Goats are especially sensitive to being wet.   Fencing is also necessary, to contain your goats and to protect them from dogs and predators.  Remember, fainting goats are defenseless and make easy prey.  These topics are covered online.   

A note about horns…

We disbud any kids born with horns.  However, bucklings are resistant to disbudding and often will grow partial horns (called scurs) or miniature horns even after disbudding.  Should your buckling develop scurs, watch the curled scurs as they can grow back into the skull.  If they curl and are going to become ingrown, the tips will need to be trimmed.  Miniature horns that become sharp can also be trimmed to blunt them.  Use lopping shears and only trim away the first ½ inch of the tip.  Further in the horns may be filled with live tissue and will bleed excessively.  Consult your vet prior to trimming scurs/horn tips.   

Wethers and neutering…

Our wethers are neutered using a burdizzo.  This tool crushes the blood supply to the testicles and leaves the scrotum intact.  Oak Hill wethers will always have a scrotum.  The testicles will atrophy and become hard and the scrotum will appear smaller and emptier than an intact buck.  (The most common form of neutering (banding) causes the scrotum and testicles to fall off.)  It may take up to 4 months for the atrophy process to be complete.  Please review the photos at www.fiascofarm.com to see the difference if you have any concerns that your wether was not completely neutered.  Contact us if you feel the wether needs to be re-neutered at our expense.

About goat lice…

Goats occasionally get goat lice.  Our preferred remedy for this is Dynamite’s DynaShield, mixed at higher concentration and rubbed into the fur along the spine, top of head and sides.  Another remedy commonly used by breeders is 1 part Listerine, 1 part baby oil and 1 part water, mixed well and sprayed on.  There are also chemical options available at your local feed store.
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